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THE 


PREFACE. 

AS  the  common  Methods  of  treating 
»  Ulcers  of  the  Legs  are  unfuccefsfu£ 
and  their  breaking  out  again,  after  a  fup- 
pofed  cure,  frequent ;  it  is  furprifing, 
that  no  other  Methods  than  thofe  at  pre- 
fent  have  been  put  in  practice,  to  render 
their  cure  more  certain.  But,  I  believe,  a 
blind  obedience  to  Authority,  prejudices 
the  minds  of  many  Practitioners,  and 
renders  them  inactive  in  the  purfnit  of  Jm-  « 
provements,  which  might  beeafily  made; 
by  applying  more  clofeiy  to  the  effects  of 
bnipie  Medicines,  in  curing  Difeafes. 
•iiiere  are  many  cafes  in  Surgery,  which 
are  greatly  affifted  by  Medicine,  but  none 
more  tnan  Ulcers  of  the  Legs.  And  as 
a  fuccefsful  Practice,  in  a  great  variety 
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of  Cafes,  has  proved  the  good  effeds 
of  the  Methods  advanced  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sheets,  I  hope  I  lhall  not  be 
accufed  of  vanity  in  making  my  Obfer- 
vations  public. 
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[  E  mo  ft  common  and  authorifed 
Practice,  in  the  cure  of  Ulcerated 
Lees,  is  to  infift  on  Reft,  and  a  Horizontal 
Pofition  ;  at  the  fame  time  purges  and  other 
remedies,  according  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe,  are  univerfally  given  ;  and  it  is  not 
uncommon  forfome  patients  to  undergoSa- 
livation  ;  by  which  methods,  and  proper 
dreffings,  many  patients  receive  a  tempo¬ 
rary  cure  ;  and  to  prevent  a  relapfe  (efpe- 
cially  in  thofe  Ulcers  which  have  been  of 
long  ftanding)  it  is  common  to  produce  an 
artificial  difcharge,  by  means  of  an  Iffue  : 
hut  in  general,  and  thofe  perfons  in  particu¬ 
lar,  who  are  expofed  to  any  laborious  ex- 
ercife,  feldom  enjoy  this  fuppofed  cure 
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,any  long  time ;  for  on  ufing  their  former 
exercife,  the  Ulcer  commonly  breaks  out 
again. 

This  is  well  known  by  Surgeons  as  a 
fad:,  and  whoever  will  attend  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  cafes  cured  in  the  above  me*- 
thod,  which  is  the  common  pradice  of  the 
Hqfpitals  in  general,  will  be  well  convin¬ 
ced  of  the  truth  of  what  is  advanced* 
The  following  quotation  from  Mr.  Sharp 
will  give  a  perfed  idea  of  the  prefent  mode, 
of  pradice  in  the  cure  of  Ulcerated  Legs. 
**  Bleeding  and  other  evacuations  will  be 
ferviceable,  and  above  all  things,  Rejt> 
€€  and  a  Horizontal  Portion ;  which,  laft 
et  circumfiance  is  of  fo  great  importance 
fff  to  the  cure  of  Ulcerated  Legs,  that  un- 
**  lefs  the  patient  will  conform  to  it  ftrid- 
ly,  the  fkill  of  the  Surgeon  will  avail 
(s  nothing  j  for  as  the  indifpofition  ot 
thefe  Sores  is  in  fome  meafure  owing  to 
*£  the  gravitation  of  the  humours  down- 
€f  wards,  it  will  be  much  more  benefit 
€x  cial  to  lie  along,  than  fit  upright,  tho* 
the  leg  be  laid  on  a  chair,  fince,  even 
u  in  this  pofiure,  they  will  defeend  with 
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more  force  than  if  the  body  was  recli- 
tc  ned, 

iC  Ulcers  of  many  years  {landing  are 
*c  very  difficult  of  cure  ;  and  in  old  peo- 
pie  the  cure  is  often  dangerous,  fre- 
“  quently  exciting  an  Aflhma,  a  Diarrhma, 
or  Fever,  which  deftroys  the  patient, 
•c  unlefs  the  fore  break  out  again ;  fo  that 
€€  it  is  not  altogether  advifeable  to  attempt 
<(  the  cure  in  fuch  cafes,  but  only  the  re- 
“  dudtion  of  them  into  better  order  and 
“  lefs  compafs,  which,  if  they  be  not 
**  malignant,  is  generally  done  with  Reft, 
and  proper  care.  The  cure  of  thofe  in 
€C  young  people  may  be  undertaken  with 
more  fafety,  but  we  often  find  it  necef- 
“  fary  to  raife  a  Salivation  to  effedt  it,  tho', 
“  when  compleated,  it  does  not  always 
“  lad,  fo  that  the  profpect  of  cure  in 
ftubborn  old  Ulcers,  at  any  time  of  life 
**  is  but  indifferent.” 

Bleeding  and  other  evacuations  are  cer¬ 
tainly  ferviceable  in  the  cure  of  Ulcers  of 
the  Legs :  but  as  to  lying  in  bed  during  the 
cure  (with  all  refpedt  due  to  a  Pradti- 
tioner  of  fuch  great  merit)  I  muff  beg 
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leave  to  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  for  the 
reafons  before- mentioned,  ft  e.  the  pa- 
.  tient,  after  keeping  his  bed  for  two,  or 
tfrree  months,  and  by  the  aftiftance  of  the 
common  remedies,  or  Salivation,  the  Ul¬ 
cers  are  fappofed  to  be  cured ;  on  uiingexer- 
ciie,  they  moft  commonly  break  out  again, 
and  render  the  patients  as  miferable  as 
even  1  his  is  a  principal  objection  to  this 
method  of  Practice  3  for  in  the  method  of 
cuie  which  I  follow,  the  patients  are  very 
raiely  liable  to  a  relap fe  ;  becaufe  I  order 
them  to  ufe  considerable  exercife  during 
the  cure,  and  by  internal  remedies,  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupply  the  want  of  Reft,  and 
the  pofition,  efteemed  fo  ufeful  in  curing 
Ulcers  of  the  Legs:  and  this  is  effected 
by  promoting  a  large  difcliarge  of  urine, 
with  gentle  cooling  purges ;  which  me¬ 
thods,  by  proper  management,  will  cure 
in  general  the  moil  Inveterate  and  obfti- 
nate  Ulcers. 

•  Neither  can  I  agree  with  Mr.  Sharp, 
th  at  tne  cure  in  old  people  is  io  d  ini  cult  as 
is  imagined,  producing  Afthma,  Diarrhoea, 
"or  Fever  ;  experience  in  a  number  of  fuch 
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cafes  proving  the  contrary ;  inflances  of 
this  fort  I  mu  ft  acknowledge  to  have  feen 
happen,  but  then  very  rarely;  therefore  I 
fhould  not  hefitate  in  attempting  the  cure 
in  the  generality  of  obftinate  cafes  which 
offer,  even  tho1  the  patients  are  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  or  the  Ulcers  have  beef! 
of  long  ftanding  ;  however,  I  believe  it 
may  be  a  good  practical  caution,  where 
the  patient  has  been  afflicfted  with  any  of 
the  fore- mentioned  complaints:  in  my  own 
practice,  I  have  cured  a  great  number  of 
thefe  cafes  in  old  people,  and  yet  not  the 
leaft  inconvenience  has  happened  during 
the  cure,  nor  after  the  cure  has  been  con¬ 
firmed. 

As  to  reducing  Ulcers  into  better  order 
and  lefs  compafs,  by  means  of  Reft  and 
care,  can  anfwer  but  very  little  purpofe, 
unlcfs  the  patient  keeps  his  bed  during 
life,  which  Remedy,  l  believe,  mod  will 
think  worfe  than  the  Difeafe ;  however, 
thefe  rules,  fo  pofitively  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Sharp,  has  deterred  many  Surgeons  from 
attempting  the  cure  in  old  people  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  very  frequently  in  other  cafes, 
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where  the  cure  might  have  eafdy  been 
effeded,  without  any  inconvenience  what¬ 
ever  to  the  patient. 

Salivation,  in  tliefe  cafes,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  is  very  abfurd  in  general,  and  even 
cruel,  unlefs  the  cafe  was  Venereal;  for 
fuch  a  powerful  Mercurial  courfe,  does 
greatly  weaken  and  relax  the  mod  athletic 
andftrong;  were  I  not  to  mention  thedanger 
and  ill  effects,  in  the  more  tender  and  de¬ 
licate  conditutions  ;  but  what  renders  this 
pradice  dill  more  difagreeable  is,  that  it 
does  not  in  general  prove  fuccefsful ;  which 
Mr.  Sharp  himfelf  acknowledges  ;  and  I 
have  feen  a  number  of  patients  falivated  in 
thele  cafes,  and  to  all  appearance  cured ; 
but  in  a  fhort  time  after,  the  fores  have 
broke  out  again,  and  the  patients  have 
been  under  as  unhappy  circumdances  as 
before  the  cure  was  attempted;  with  this 
difference,  that  a  good  condi tution  has 
been  in  a  great  meafure  dedroyed  by  this 
fruitlefs  and  unfuccefsful  attempt,  which 
in  fome  indances,  no  means  whatever,  af¬ 
ter  this  fevere  courfe,  can  repair. 

In  fome  particular  caies,  and  where  the 
patient  has  been  of  a  robud  conditution, 
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or  in  very  foul  Ulcers,  which  have  a  foetid 
difeharge,  I  have  fucceeded  by  giving  the 
Calomel,  from  three  to  five  grains,  every 
night  in  a  pill,  and  every  third  morning  a 
gentle  Cathartic ;  at  the  fame  time  1  have 
fumigated  the  Ulcer  with  Cinnabar  and 
/Ethiops  mineral  equal  parts;  and  in  this 
manner  I  have  fuccefsfully  cured  fome  few 
obftinate  cafes,  where  the  Nitre  and  other 
methods  have  failed  ;  and  in  other  cales 
where  the  Nitre  has  been  ufed,  and  the 
Ulcers  very  large,  callous  and  foul,  in  or¬ 
der  to  reduce  it  to  a  more  fimple  ftate 
the  fooner,  I  have  ufed  the  Fumigation, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  with  fuccefs ;  but  it 
zmi ft  not  be  ufed  in  any  inflammatory  cafe, 
as  it  will  put  the  patient  to  much  pain, 
encreafe  the  inflammation,  and  not  anfwer 
any  curative  intention  whatever.  Thp 
procuring  an  artificial  difeharge  by  means 
of  an  Iffue,  notwit  hftanding  it  is  aim  oft 
an  univerfal  practice,  I  muft  pofitively  de,- 
clare,  that  I  have  never  made  ufe  of  this 
imaginary  affi fiance ;  and  yet  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  that  my  fuccels  has  been  much  greater 
than  thofe  who  have  ufed  it.  The  trifling 
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ducharge  of  an  I due  is  very  inconfidera- 
ble ;  tho!  I  know  that  many  of  the  Profef- 
fion  are  of  opinion,  that  fomething  very 
efferttial  is  obtained  by  this  means ;  how¬ 
ever,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  pofitively  to 
condemn  a  practice  fo  eftablifhed  by  cuf- 
£om;  1  will  mention  my  objections,  and 
then  leave  every  Practitioner  to  his  own 
difcretion,  either  to  negled  or  adopt  the 
IlTues.  It  is  imagined,  that  when  an  old 
Ulcer  is  cured,  that  the  conftitution  has 
been  fo  much  ufed  to  a  difcharge,  that 
unlefs  we  a  hi  ft  Nature  by  means  of  an  If- 
fue,  that  there  will  be  a  tranflation  of  mat- 
ter  to  fome  more  noble  part,  as  the  Brain* 
or  the  Lungs,  &c.  and  that  it  prevents  their 
breaking  out  again.  Which  opinion,  thcf 
very  common,  I  am  perfuaded  is  more  the 
effedt  of  falfe  Theory,  or  the  prefect  de¬ 
fective  treatment,  than  to  be  found  by  real 
obfervation  in  Practice ;  efpecially  if  the 
cafe  is  treated  with  proper  internal  reme¬ 
dies  during  the  cure  ;  befides  this,  patients 
in  general  cannot  be  very  happy,  for  of¬ 
ten,  the  pain  occafioned  by  the  IfTue  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  Ulcer,  when  in  its 
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worft  date,  in  which  cafe  it  muft  be  im¬ 
material  to  the  patient,  whether  he  ha£ 
the  Ulcer  or  the  Iflue  to  torment  him  : 
and  by  my  own  obfervation  on  the  praCticd 
of  others,  I  have  frequently  known  it  not 
to  anfwer  the  end  expefted,  the  Ulcer 
has  broke  out  again,  and  been  as  trouble- 
fome  as^  ever ;  however,  if  an  lflue  can 
be  of  fervice,  I  would  advife  it  in  women 
after  the  cure,  between  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  and  fifty,  for  reafons  fo  obvious  to 
Practitioners,  that  I  need  not  mention 
them. 

Thofe  cafes  which  may  be  imagined  to 
arife  from  a  Venereal  caufe,  may  be  cured 
by  a  much  eafier  and  milder  method  than 
Salivation  j  a  light  Mercurial  alterative 
courfe,  aflifted  with  the  Fumigation,  will 
in  moft  cafes  prove  fuccefsfuh  Tho5  l 
have  obferved,  that  thefe  methods  which 
are  mild,  frequently  occafion  feverifh 
heats,  and  probably,  by  encreafing  the 
blood's  motion,  greatly  difturb  the  whole 
body  >  however,  when  this  has  happened 
I  have  commonly  fucceeded,  by  ordering 
the  Nitre  in  full  dofes  joined  with  Cam- 
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phor,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  greatly 
affified  in  haftening  the  cures  ;  but  if  the 
Nitre  is  given  in  that  timorous  manner, 
too  commonly  prafiifed,  not  theleaft  good 
effect  whatever  will  be  produced. 

Great  care  is  neceffary  to  acquire  a  juft 
account  of  the  patient’s  method  of  living, 
it  is  what  I  have  always  had  a  very  ftrict 
attention  to  :  indeed  a  great  part  of  the 
cure  depends  upon  this  knowledge.,  and 
by  timing  the  medicines  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  prevent  thofe  patients,  who  will  dis¬ 
regard  all  rules  in  diet,  from  doing  them- 
felves  an  injury,  and  protrading  their 
cures  |  to  inch  I  have  been  often  obliged 
to  order  gentle  laxatives  to  be  taken,  after 
every  meal,  by  which  means  I  have 
kept  off  all  inflammation  in  the  legs,  and 
prevented  that  freedom  of  diet  which  fome 
patients  will  make  ufe  of,  from  entering 
the  Lacteal s. 

The  medicine  which  I  mcft  depend  on 
in  the  cure  is  Nitre ;  which  I  commonly 

order  in  large  doles,  and  in  a  diffblved 
ffaie, joined  with  theSpt.  Sal.  Ammoniac,  or 
Camphor,  which  will  prevent  its  bavin p* 
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thofe  ill  effects  on  the  ftomach,  mo  ft  fre¬ 
quently  complained  of.  I  mod  commonly 
begin  with  one  fcruple,  and  according  to 

the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  andcircum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  encreafe  the  dofe  to 

one  dram,  or  one  dram  and  half,  which  I 
order  to  be  taken  three  or  four  times  in 
the  day,  diflblved  in  any  convenient  li¬ 
quid,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  or 
thirty  drops  of  Spt.  of  Sal.  Ammoniac, 
or  with  feme  of  the  Julepium  e  Cam¬ 
phor  a  ^  which  la  ft  I  prefer  to  th  e  Volatile 
Spirit,  in  cafes  which  are  violently  in¬ 
flammatory,  tho’  I  believe  their  effects 
are  nearly  the  fame  in  correcting  the 
Nitre,  and  rendering  it  Ids  liable  to 
difturb  the  conftitution  ;  for  I  am  very 
ten  Able,  that  Nitre  given  in  the  large  dofes 
which  I  have  mentioned,  would  produce 
very  alarming  effects  in  a  number  of  pa¬ 
tients,  unlefs  given  in  the  manner  which! 
have  recommended. 

i  ne  laxative  which  I  order  for  the  irre¬ 
gular  patients,  is  compofed  of  about  one 
fourth  or  Pulv.  Jalap,  to  three-fourths  of 
1  owdered  Nitre,  of  which  may  be  given 
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from  one  fcruple  to  half  a  dram,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  nitrous  draught  ixiuft 
not  be  omitted. 

Thefe  remedies  rnoft  commonly  occa^ 
|ion  very  great  pain  all  round  the  Ulcers, 
when  they  are  hrft  taken,  but  the  pain 
gradually  decreafes  as  the  Ulcers  advance 
in  their  cure  ;  and  they  promote,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  a  moll  copious  urinary  difcharge. 
What  great  affiftance  this  difcharge  of 
Urine,  or  by  what  means  Nitre  given  in 
this  manner  produces  fuch  good  eifedts, 
I  fhall  not  take  upon  myfelf  to  determine, 
but  leave  it  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Theorifts.  What  I  have  attended  to  are 
jfadts,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  very  great 
confequence  with  me,  as  the  patients  are 
cured,  whether  my  method  agrees  with 
the  common  received  opinions  or  not  as 
I  am  confcious,  that  I  have  difcharged  my 
duty  in  making  my  obfervations  public, 
in  a  practice  which  for  fome  years,  in 
repeated  inftances,  has  proved  fuccefsfuL 
1  fhall  not  give  any  defcription  of 
dreffings,  as  it  will  be  unneceffary  ;  in¬ 
deed  the  drefling  is  of  no  very  great  con- 
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fequence  in  the  cure ;  for  in  a  number  of 
foul  Ulcers,  which  have  callous  bottoms, 
and  are  of  a  greenifh  hue,  no  dreffing 
whatever  will  anfwer  any  end,  not  even 
the  celebrated  Precipitate  digeftive,  fo 
univerfally  ufed  for  notwithftanding 
what  Mr.  Sharp  has  advanced,  “  that  it 
brings  on  a  good  digeftion  in  twenty-four 
hours”  ;  I  muft  pofitively  declare,  that 
I  have  dreffed  a  great  number  of  thefe 
cafes  ^and  particularly  thofe  mentioned  in 
the  following  fheets)  where  this  boafted 
remedy  has  not  produced  the  lead:  good 
effe£t  in  a  number  of  days,  nor  any 
dreffing  whatever,  till  the  caufe  of  the 
diieafe  has  been  removed  in  the  confuta¬ 
tion  ;  and  then  a  good  digeftion  has  fuc- 
ceeded  j  for  it  appears  very  clear  to  me, 
that  external  applications,  however  ex¬ 
tolled,  will  not  produce  good  effects,  till 
nature  is  affifted  by  proper  internal  re¬ 
medies. 

I  know,  that  the  Cortex  Peruvianas 
has  been,  and  is  at  this  time  highly 
efteemed  by  fome  Surgeons  in  the  cure  of 
Ulcers  ;  but  by  becoming  fafhionable.  It 
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is  often  injudicioufly  given.  The  Nitre 
likewife  may  be  unfkilfully  ordered,  and 
then  will  be  produdlive  of  difagreeable 
confequences  ;  fome  few  inftances  of  this 
fort  I  have  obferved,  and  as  a  caution, 
one  I  fhall  relate  ;  for  it  requires  an  ini- 
men  fe  experience  to  know  the  certain  ef¬ 
fects  of  any  medicine  of  efficacy  in  every 
conftitution ;  and  i  believe  mo  ft  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  practice  of  Phyfic  will  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  they  have  been  deceived  in 
thefe  points  5  I  mu  ft  fay,  that  in  the  great- 
eft  number  of  cafes  Nitre  will  fucceed^ 
but  nothing  would  appear  more  prejudiced 
to  men  of  underftanding,  than  to  make 
life  of  one  medicine  in  every  cafe  that 
offers,  notwithftanding  it  has  in  a  number 
of  inftances  proved  fuccefsful  3  for  by 
this  means  a  good  medicine  may  lofe  its 
deferved  reputation,  after  a  few  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts,  in  cafes,  perhaps,  which 
were  diametrically  oppofite  to  its  in¬ 
tention. 

The  Ulcers  which  I  propofe  curing  by 
Nitre  are  the  Phagedenic,  all  old  callous 
Ulcers,  and  every  Ulcer,  attended  with 

in  flam- 
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inflammation.  In  fome  old  Ulcers,  which 
are  commonly  callous  both  at  their  bot¬ 
tom,  and  for  a  confiderable  fpace  round 
their  edges,  I  have  obferved,  that  the  firft 
fign  of  amendment  is  the  callofity  ail  round 
foftening,  next  the  callofity  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Ulcer  appears  rather  loofe,  as 
though  Nature  feemed  puftiing  off  this 
obftrudtion  to  the  cure,  with  a  generation 
of  new  fleih  underneath ;  and  I  have  greatly 
affifled  the  ft  paration,  by  paring  it  with  a 
knife,  which  never  occafions  any  pain* 
as  thefe  calloflties  in  general  when  loofened, 
are  moft  commonly  infenfible. 

Thus  have  I  given  an  account  of  my 
method  of  treatment ;  I  ill  ail  now  proceed 
to  relate  fome  cafes,  which  I  have  feledted 
out  of  a  great  number  cured  ;  and  mu  ft  ad- 
vife  thofe  who  attempt  to  fucceed  in  this 
practice,  that  they  do  not  condemn  it  if 
it  don’t  immediately  anfwer  their  expect¬ 
ations  ;  but  perfevere  a  few  weeks,  gra¬ 
dually  increafing  the  dole,  and  ordering 
the  patient  to  uie  exercife ;  on  which  laft 
circumftance,  tho’  it  will  occafion  pain, 

I  place  great  dependance  ;  for  it  muft  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  very  rational,  that  where  the  cure  of 
an  Ulcer  is  effected  without  reft,  there 
will  be  no  probability  of  its  being  after¬ 
ward  affedted  by  exercife. 


A  Collediom  of  Observations* 
Observation  I. 

MR,  Edwards,  in  Smart's  Buildings, 
Holborn,  aged  Fifty,  applied  to 
me  for  the  cure  of  four  large  painful  Ul¬ 
cers- of  the  Leg,  which  had  callous  foul 
bottoms ;  they  difcharged  a  thin  acrimo¬ 
nious  ferurn,  which  greatly  inflamed  the 
Leg,  and  occafioned  agreat  itching,  which 
if  fcratched,  was  fare  to  occafion  an  ul¬ 
ceration,  and  was  a  certain  proof  of  the 
bad  habit  of  his  body.  Thefe  Ulcers  had 
been  of  about  feven  years  ftanding,  and  he 
had  been  under  the  care  of  feme  eminent 
Surgeons,  without  obtaining  a  cure* 

I  began,  by  giving  the  Nitre  in  con- 
liderable  large  dofes,  with  the  Spt.  Sal- 
Ammoniac.  and  he  living  freely,  I  di¬ 
rected 
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reeled  the  laxative  to  be  taken  once  or 
twice  in  the  day  occafionally,  to  keep 
his  body  gently  open,  by  which  means, 
in  about  four  weeks,  the  Ulcers  were  re¬ 
duced  to  a  mild  healing  date,  and  the  in¬ 
flammation  fubfided ;  and  by  continuing  the 
remedies,  with  the  moft  Ample  dreffings, 
as  the  Ung,  ex.  Althea,  or  Cerate  with  wax 
and  oil,  in  about  nine  weeks  the  cure  was 
eftedtually  compleated,  without  any  re-* 
gard  to  Diet  or  Reft,  and  without  any  in- 
conveaienceto  the  p  tient  whatever;  how¬ 
ever,  after  the  Ulcers  were  perfectly  cl¬ 
eat  rife  d,  I  continued  the  remedies  for  near 
three  weeks ;  and  as  a  confirmation  of  the 
cure,  the  fores  have  not  broke  out  again, 
tho’  he  has  ufed  the  greateft  freedom  in 
Diet  ever  fince,  which  is  near  three  years. 

Observation  II. 

MR-  Paterfon,  aged  Fifty,  in  High  Hoi- 
born,  had  a  large,  foul  and  callous 
Ulcer  on  the  inner  part  of  the  ankle,  with 
a  great  callofity  all  round  the  wound. 
This  Ulcer  had  been  of  twenty* two  years 

C  ftandipg. 


Handing,  and  had  refitted  all  the  common 
methods  of  cure  ;  he  had  been  twice  in 


St.  George’s  Hofpital  near  twenty  years 
before  his  application  to  me  j  at  which 
time  the  Surgeons  advifed  him  to  undergo 
the  Amputation  of  the  Limb  j  which  he 
refuted  j  and  finding  fuch  little  encourage¬ 
ment  towards  the  cure,  he  bore  it  pa¬ 
tiently  for  thefe  term  of  years.  I  began 
the  cure  with  common  drettings,  fuch  as 
the  Precipitate  Digeftive,  for  near  three 
weeks,  Salts  and  Manna,  &c,  without 
the  lead  figns  of  amendment,  for  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  wound  remained  hard,  and 


was  of  a  greeniih  colour ;  I  tnen  began 
hv  p-ivinp-  the  Xttitre,  in  doles  or  lialf  a 
dram,  four  times  in  the  day,  joined  with 
the  Spt.  Sal.  Ammoniac,  and  ordered  the 
Pur <une  Powder  occaftonaliy  ?  and.  by  coii” 

'  o 

tinning  this  method  of  treatment,  with 
Ample  dreffings,  in  about  nine  weeks  the 
cure  was  radically  cotnpleateo,  witnout 
obferving  the  leaf!:  reftraint  in  .Diet,  or 
any  Reft  from  his  bufinefs,  which  was  very 
laborious.  'I  his  cure  has  remained  well 

ever  fince,  which  is  now  about  three  years, 

Gbser- 
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Observation  III. 


T  A  R  Y  COLE,  the  corner  of  W  eft 
~  Street,  St.  Anne’s,  applied  to  me 
for  the  cure  of  five  or  fix  large  Ulcers  in 
each  Leg,  of  various  dimenlions  5  indeed 
the  whole  Legs  were  almoft  covered  with 
fores,  the  generality  of  them  were  cal¬ 
lous,  and  their  bottoms  all  foul,  difchar- 
ging  a  mo  ft  difagreeable  foetid  matter,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  inflammation,  pain  and 
fweiling  ;  thefe  had  been  of  fome  years 
Handing,  and  had  refilled  the  moft  regu¬ 
lar  methods  of  Pradtice.  1  began  the 
cure  by  Bleeding,  lire  being  of  a  fanguine 


es. 


habit,  and  ordered  the  Nitre  in  large  do  n 
beginning  with  half  a  dram,  and  encrea- 
fing  the  dofe  gradually  to  two  fcruples  and 
a  half,  joined  with  the  Camphorated  Ju- 
lap  ;  which  in  about  fix  weeks  reduced  the 
Ulcers,  tho’  very  deep,  to  a  mild  flate  ; 
the  cailofities  were  all  foftened,  and  the 
greenilh  colour  at  their  bottoms  appeared 
of  a  lively  red,  with  nev/  granulations  ; 
at  this  time,  finding  her  fores  much  better,. 


D  2, 
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flie  neglefted  taking  her  medicines,  by 
which,  in  about  three  weeks  after,  the 
Ulcers  began  to  have  their  former  foul 
appearance :  however,  on  ufing  the 
Nitre  again,  and  continuing  it  in  full 
dofes,  in  about  ten  weeks  all  the  Ulcers 
were  perfectly  cicatrifed,  notwithftanding 
the  patient  ufed  her  common  exercife, 
which  was  laborious,  during  the  whole 
cure  ^  nor  did  fhe  obferve  the  lead:  reftraint 
in  Diet. 

Ob  SERVATION  IV. 

11  /[  R.  Bird,  Surveyor  and  Meafurer,  of 

^  ^  Queen  Street,  Bloomlbury,  had  a 
large,  foul  and  callous  Ulcer  on  the  Leg, 
which  had  been  of  long  ftanding,  and  had 

o  o* 

refilled  the  common  dreffiogs  and  me¬ 
thods  of  cure  ;  the  whole  Leg  was  vio¬ 
lently  infiamed,  and  very  painful,  render¬ 
ing  him  fcarce  able  to  hand  ;  this  patient 
being  of  a  Plethoric  habit,  and  living 
freely,  I  began  the  cure  by  Bleeding,  and 
ordered  the  Nitre  in  dofes  of  half  a  dram, 
four  times  in  the  day,  joined  with  the 
Volatile,  and  a  gentle  Laxative  was  occa- 

lionally 
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fionally  given  to  keep  his  body  open.  On 
his  firft  taking  the  Nitre  it  occafioned  un- 
eafy  fenfations  in  the  Stomach  ;  but  to  re¬ 
medy  this,  I  ordered  a  larger  quantity  of 
the  Spt.  Sal,  Ammoniac,  which  had  the 
defired  efFed  in  correding  the  Nitre  ;  and 
by  this  means  I  was  enabled  to  encreafe 
the  dofe  of  Nitre  to  one  dram,  at  the  fame 
time  in  proportion  adding  a  greater  quan^ 
tity  of  the  Volatile  Spirit ;  by  continuing 
this  courfe,  in  four  weeks,  the  Ulcer  was 
confiderably  better,  the  inflammation  fub- 
fided,  and  there  appeared  all  the  profpeds 
of  an  approaching  cure  ;  and  by  continu¬ 
ing  this  treatment,  in  about  five  weeks 
after,  the  Ulcer  was  perfedly  cicatrifed. 

This  cure  has  remained  well  ever  fince, 
which  is  now  upwards  of  four  years,  and 
the  patient  has  remained  in  found  health. 

Observation  V. 

JkAR.  Conner,  in  Long  Alley,  near  Sun 
Street,  came  with  feveral  fmall  Ul¬ 
cers  in  each  Leg,  and  inflammatory  fcor- 
butic  eruptions  in  every  part  of  his  body. 

rmi 

i  he 
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The  Ulcers  had  been  of  about  eleven  years 
Landing,  and  was  originally  owing  to  a 
fcald  on  the  Legs  in  a  French  prifon,  from 
which  time  freflh  Ulcerations  had  been 
breaking  out  in  each  Leg ;  indeed,  the 
whole  Legs  were  full  of  Ulcers,  and  in¬ 
flammation,  owing  to  the  acrimonious 
diicharge  from  the  fores.  I  began  the 
cure  by  Bleeding,  and  then  gave  the  Ni¬ 
tre,  joined  with  the  Volatile,  two  fcru- 
ples,  four  times  in  the  day  $  which  he 
continued  taking,  and  ufing  exercife  for 
one  month,  at  which  time  all  the  erup¬ 
tion  in  every  part  of  his  body  nearly  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  all  the  Ulcerations  on  his 
Legs  were  nearly  healed.  Upon  this  I 
gave  him  orders  to  continue  the  medicine 
fix  weeks  longer,  by  which  means  his 
cure  w*as  effected,  and  he  has  remained  in 
perfect  health  ever  fince,  nor  have  the  Ul¬ 
cers  broke  out  again. 


E  a3] 


Observation  VI, 

/^EORGE  MILLS,  Turnham  Green, 
applied  to  me  for  the  cure  of  three 
Fiftulous  Ulcers  on  the  Leg,  which  were 
deep,  tho5  externally  very  fmall  and  cal¬ 
lous  ;  the  difcharge  was  thin,  and  fo  acri¬ 
monious,  as  to  excoriate  and  inflame  all 
the  lower  part  of  the  Leg,  This  man 
had  been  feven  weeks  in  Edinburgh  Infir¬ 
mary,  three  months  in  Middlefex  Hofpital, 
and  twice  in  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  above 
two  months  each  time.  In  thefe  feveral  places 
he  had  been  treated  in  the  mo  ft  ftrict  and 
common  methods  of  cure,  and  when  dif- 
charged,  was  to  all  appearance  cured  j  but 
on  tiling  his  exercife,  the  Ulcers  foon 
broke  out  again,  and  at  the  time  he  appli¬ 
ed  to  me,  was  incapable  of  working  at 
his  bufinefs.  I  ordered  him  immediately 
to  ufe  his  daily  labour,  and  gave  him  two 
ounces  of  Sah  Nitre,  diflolved  in  a  quart 

of  water,  with  the  common  quantity  of 

/ 

Spt.  Sal.  Ammoniac ;  to  take  a  tea 
cupful  four  times  in  the  day,  and  by  con¬ 
tinuing 
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tinuing  this  method,  without  obferving 
any  particular  dreffings,  in  three  weeks 
after,  which  was  the  fecond  time  of  my 
feeing  him,  the  inflammation  was  entirely 
fubfided,  and  the  Ulcers  healed  how¬ 
ever  to  confirm  his  cure,  and  to  prevent  a 
relapfe,  I  ordered  him  to  continue  taking 
the  medicine,  for  a  month  longer.  The 
Ulcers  have  not  broke  out  fince,  which  is 
now  above  a  year. 

Observation  VII; 

TV /I  R,  George  Lutey,  Caftle  Street, 
^  Long  Acre,  aged  Fifty,  had  been 
affiidted  a  long  time  with  a  painful  old  Ul¬ 
cer,  which  had  a  thin  corrofive  difcharge, 
with  a  violent  inflammation  all  round.  He 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a  Ferfon,  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  cure  of  thefe  cafes,  near 
fix  months  before  he  applied  to  me,  with¬ 
out  obtaining  even  relief,  but  had  been 
tormented  from  time  to  time  by  his  Ope¬ 
rator,  with  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  cor¬ 
rofive  dreffings,  in  expeftation  of  a  good 
digeftion ;  but  finding  thefe  methods  fail, 

he 


I 


I 
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fie  applied  to  me  for  his  cure.  On  purlu- 
ing  my  Nitrous  method,  with  the  mod: 
fimple  dreffings,  his  cure  was  effected  iii 
three  weeks  ;  and  the  Ulcer  has  remained 
well  ever  fitice,  which  is  now  between 
three  and  four  years,  notwithstanding  he 
has  ufed  great  freedom  in  Diet. 

■  i 

Observation  V  ill* 

JOSEPH  Ingham,  Publican,  NewtonePs 
Lane,  had  two  foul  Ulcers  on  the  low- 

t  *'*  ■ 

er  and  outer  part  of  the  Leg, ,  which  had 
been  of  a  long  ’{landing,  and  had  r elided  the 
common  methods  of  treatment,  under  a 
Surgeon  who  had  attended  it  fornear  twelve 
■months  before  his  application  to  me.  There 
was  a  confiderable  inflammation  all  round 

Jr 

the  wound,  with  great  fwelling.  Ifirftbegaa 
the  cure  by  Bleeding,  and  then  ordered 
purging  medicines,  fuch  as  the  Salts  and 
Marina,  which  was  continued  near  three 
weeks  without  the  lead  good  fuccefs ;  for 
tho’  thefe  Ulcers  were  not  large,  yet  they 
occasioned  the  moft  excruciating  pain  In 
walking;  (many  inftances  of  this  fort  I 
have  obferved)  upon  which  I  began  with 

E  the 
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the  Nitre*  ordering  two  ounces  to  be  dif- 
folved  in  a  quart  of  water*  to  which  was 
added  three  drams  of  the  Spt.  Sal.  Am¬ 
moniac*  This  remedy  was  not  taken 
many  weeks*  before  very  good  effeds  were 
produced*  and  the  wounds  fhewed  evident 
figns  of  amendment.  Before  the  ufe  of 
the  Nitre,  his  habit  was  fo  bad*  that  if 
on  any  part  of -the  inflamed  Leg  any  fric¬ 
tion  was  ufed,  which  he  fometimes  could 
not  avoid  from  its  itching:,  a  fore  was  lure 
to  be  the  cpnfequence  ;  however,  by  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  Nitre,  this  difagreeable 
lymptom  left  him,  and  the  cure  was  ev¬ 
illy  effected. 

Observation  IX. 

JOHN  Lee,  fervant  to  Mr.  Moor,  Snow- 
hill,  bad  been  lame  and  incapable  of 
working  at  his  bufmefs  for  a  eonfiderablc 
time,  having  a  large  painful  Ulcer  near  the 
ankle,  which  had  been  of  feven  years  Hand¬ 
ing  ;  the  bottom  was  as  hard  as  horn,  and 
a  great  callofity  all  round  the  edges  for  a 
confiderable  fpace  5  and  the  Leg  was  much 

inflamed.  This  Ulcer  had  been  twice  un¬ 
der 


[  1 

der  core  in  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  which 
had  been  effected  by  the  Horizontal  Por¬ 
tion,  and  common  remedies ;  but  on  uifng 
his  neceflary  exercife,  the  Ulcer  foon  broke 
out  again  after  his  difcharge.  He  had  not 
been  able  to  walk,  or  ufe  any  exercife,  for 
feme  time  before  his  application  to  me, 
without  fuffering  the  moil  violent  pain, 
I  began  the  cure  ffrft  by  Bleeding,  and  then 
ordered  the  Nitre  as  ufual,  gradually  in- 
creafing  the  dofe  to  one  dram,  four  times 
in  the  day,  and  ordered  him  to  work  at 
his  buiinefs,  which  was  that  laborious  one 
of  fa  wing  timber ;  and  by  continuing  this 
method,  in  about  four  weeks,  the  Ulcer 
was  in  a  healing  Hate,  but  was  very  large 
and  deep,  owing  to  the  great  callofity, 
which  was  pufhed  off  by  a  generation  of 
found  fiefh  underneath  ;  I  affifted  the  repa¬ 
ration,  by  paring  it  with  a  knife ;  when 
after  thefe  means  the  Ulcer  was  in  a  mild 
Ample  Hate,  and  by  a  perfeverance  in  this 
method,  the  Ulcer  was  cicatrifed  in  little 
more  than  three  months,  from  his  firft  ap¬ 
plication  for  my  affiftance. 

E  a 
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Observation  X. 

%  ,/TR.  J.  Boiffant,  jun.  Great  St  Andrew-, 
Street,  Seven  Dials  of  a  plethoric 
habit,  had  a  very  large,  deep,  and  foul 
Ulcer  on  his  Leg  near  the  ankle,  attended 
with  inflammation  and  fwel  iiig.  I  began 
the  cure,  by  ordering  the  common  Kenne¬ 
dies  and  Reft,  and  tire  flea  him  with  the 
Prase  in  it  <te  digestive  for  near  three  weeks,, 
wi if? r  ut  the  kali  advantage,  the  Ulcer  ap¬ 
pearing  .nearly  the  fame  as  when  I  fir  ft  be¬ 
gan  the  cure  I  then  began  giving  the 
Nitre,  with  the  Spt,  Sal  Ammon,  which 
1  ordered  in  large  ddfes,  and  more  freedom 
of  exercife,  and  was  not  difappomted  in 
my  expectation,  for  in  eighteen  days  the 
inflammation  was  entirely  fubfided,  and  in  a 
month  the  Ulcer  was  reduced  to  a  mild 
ftate.  I  repeated  this  method,  and  accom- 
p] IChed  the  cure  in  about  fix  weeks  after. 
He  has. remained  well  ever  fince,  which  is; 
mow  above  three  years. 


i 


[  29  ] 

Observation.  XL. 

ELEANOR  WELLDON,  Snow-hill, 
^  had  been  afflided  with  feveral  large 
Ulcers  on  the  Legs  for  thirteen  years,  and 
had  been  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
and  had  applied  to  different  Surgeons  with¬ 
out  obtaining  a  cure.  Thefe  Ulcers  were 
large  and  fuperficial,  with  a  varix  of  the 
veins  in  different  parts  or  the  l, egs  ;  tney 
had  foul  greenifh  bottoms,  and  difcharged 
‘a  very  foetid  difagreeable  matter.  I  began 
the  cure  by  giving  the  Nitre  in  lull  doles, 
and  ordered  a  gentle  Cathartic  pill  to  be 
taken  every  night,  to  keep  her  body  folu- 
ble,  flie  being  fubjed  to  a  coftivenefs. 
And  by  thefe  methods  thefe  Ulcers,  which 
had  for  fuch  a  long  fpace  of  time  refilled 
every  method  of  cure,  in  about  fix  weeks 
after  appeared  of  a  lively  red,  and  good 
difpofition  to  heal,  and  the  patient  could, 
without  any  inconvenience,  walk  for  a 
confiderable  time,  which  before  her  ap¬ 
plication  occafioned  the  mod  violent  pain. 
By  perisvering  in  this  method,  without  a- 

$iy  dreffing  but  theUng.  ex  Althea,  in  e- 

ven 
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ven  weeks  after  the  Ulcers  were  perfedlj 
cicatrifed. 


Observation  XIL 

Tl/jfR.  Woodward,  Turner,  in  Little  St. 

^  Andrew’s  Street,  Seven  Dials,  had 
been  afflicted  with  callous  Ulcers  on  each 
Leg,  one  Leg  had  been  bad  near  eleven 
years,  and  the  other  four,  during  which 
time  he  had  applied  to  different  Prafti- 
tioners  for  a  cure,  but  without  fuccefs.  I 
began  his  cure  by  the  Nitre,  and  ordered 
him  to  ufe  free  exercife,  which  in  a  few 
weeks  had  very  good  effects ;  for  the  Ul¬ 
cers  were  difpofed  to  heal,  and  the  inflam¬ 
mation  was  entirely  fubiided  ;  and  on  con¬ 
tinuing  the  remedies,  and  ufing  exercife, 
the  cure  of  thefe  obftinate  Ulcers  were 
poii lively  confirmed  in  about  three  months, 
and  have  not  broke  out  fince,  which  is  a 
confiderable  time. 


Obser« 


V. 
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Observation  XIII; 
J7LIZABETH  MANSELL,  Newing- 

ton,  between  the  age  of  Fifty  and 
Sixty,  was  brought  to  me  with  feveral 
large  Ulcers  in  each  Leg,  which  were  not 
deep,  but  very  foul ;  the  whole  Legs  were 
inflamed,  and  appeared  one  continued 
fcab  ;  except  the  fpace  which  the  Ulcers 
took  up,  which  from  their  number  and 
flze  were  confiderable.  This  cafe  had 
been  twenty* fix  years  Handing,  and  the 
cure  had  been  attempted  both  in  an 
Hofpital,  and  by  many  Surgeons,  but 
without  fuccefs.  I  am  fenfible,  that 
in  a  cafe  of  fo  many  years  Handing, 
the  patient  fo  far  advanced  in  years, 
and  the  prejudiced  notion  of  the 
morbific  matter  being  tranflated  to  feme 
other  part,  with  the  unfuccefsful  attempt! 
in  the  cure;  all  thefereafons  would  have  de* 
terred  the  generality  of  Surgeons  from  at¬ 
tempting  it.  However,  from  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation  Iwas'deteriuine'dto  try  the 
Nitre,  which  fhe  took  four  times  in  the  day, 

about 
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about  two  fcreples,  joined  with  the  Ju¬ 
lep,,  e  Camphor,  and  it  was  attended 
with  fucccfs  ;  for  in  fix  weeks  fhe  walked 
from  Newington  to  my  Houfe,  and  all  the 
'Ukers  were  manifeftly  better;  the  fcab 
for  the  grcateft  part  had  fallen  off  the  Legs, 
and  the  Ulcers  appeared  of  a  lively  red. 
She  continued  thefe  methods  for  about 
three  months  longer ,  and  by  tilde  means, 
with  no  other  external  application  than 
the  Ung.  ex  Alth,  foftened  with  OL  Lin-, 
ser-  exprcffionem*  ihe  was  cared. 

Obsery axiom  XIV, 

AN  N  JONE Sf  Nottingham  Court, 
Caftle  Street,  came  with  a  very  large 
foul  Ulcer  on  her  Leg,  attended  with 
great  pain,  inflammation,  and  fuel¬ 
ling  ;  {he*  had  applied,  to  Gentlemen 
pf  eminence  for  her  core,  who  advi- 
fed  her  to  go  into  an  Hofpital,  declaring  it 
ampoffibk  for  her  to  be  cured  without 
Ifeih  This  opinion  was  given  feme  months 
before  ike  applied  to  me,  and  for  want  of 

proper 


/ 
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proper  affiftahce,  the  wound  had  been  gra¬ 
dually  enlarging,  both  in  circumference 
and  -depth.  I  firft  began  with  common 
dreffings,  and  made  ufe  of  the  {^raecipitate 
digeftive,  but  without  any  fuccefs.  Upon 
this  I  gave  the  Nitre,  with  the  Volatile,  in 
large  dofes,  and  (he  being  of  a  fanguine 
habit,  I  bled  her,  and  gradually  increased 
the  dofe  of  Nitre  to  one  dram,  four  times 
in  the  day,  and  it  proved  fuccefsful ;  the 
foul  appearance  at  the  bottom  was -chang¬ 
ed,  and  (hewed  a  good  difpoStion  to  in- 
cam.  By  a  continuance  of  this  method, 
and  iirnple  dreffings,  in  ten  weeks,  the 
cure  was  effected  $  tho’,  during  the  whole 
cure,  I  ordered  her  to  ufe  fixe  exercife ; 
and  after  the  cicatrifation,  I  directed  her 
to  continue  the  medicines  for  one  month. 

% 

Observation  XV. 

Schoolmafter,  Theobald’s 
Row,  made  application  to  me  for  the 
cure  of  an  old  callous  Ulcer,,  which  had 
been  of  long  (landing,  and  had  refilled 
many  attempts  which  had  been  made  for 
the  cure;  and  amongft  the  reft  a  Quack, 

P  wlm 
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who  by  means  of  powerful  Mercurials  in- 
wardly,  and  aflringent  applications  exter¬ 
nally,  to  make  good  his  boafted  promife, 
dried  up  the  fore  ;  which,  however,  in  a 
fhort  time  after,  broke  out  again,  and  be¬ 
came  as  troublefome  as  ever  ;  and  had  the 
appearance  of  a  very  inveterate  Ulcer,  dis¬ 
charging  a  thin  acrimonious  ferum  ;  which 
greatly  inflamed  the  Leg5  and  in  fome  parts 
occafioned  an  excoriation.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  I  began  the ‘cure  with  Ni¬ 
tre,  which  foon  altered  the  difcharge,  and 
brought  on  a  good  digeftion,  the’  the  Ul¬ 
cer  was  drefled  with  nothing  elfe  than  the 
Yellow  Serate,  foftened  OL  Link  finding 
this  method  fo  fuccefsful,  1  repeated  the 
remedies,  and  by  this  means  this  obftinate 
Ulcer  was  foundly  healed. 

Observation  XVI. 

\  /l  RS,  Milnes,  Mercer  Street,  Long 
Acre,  applied  to  me  for  the  cure  of 
an  Ulcer  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Leg, 
which  had  been  formerly  an  old  grievance  $ 
the  difcharge  was  thin  and  acrimonious, 
attended  with  great  pain  and  inflammation. 

At 
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At  firft  I  ordered  the  Nitre,  three  times 
in  the  day,  half  a  dram  each  time,  joined 
with  the  Spt.  Sal.  Ammon,  and  occahon- 
aliy  ordered  a  Laxative,  which,  however* 
did  not  immediately  anfwer  my  expectati¬ 
on  ;  on  which  I  took  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  from  the  arm,  and  repeated  my  re¬ 
medies,  and  not  without  fuccefs  ;  for  fboa 
after  the  Ulcer  began  to  incarn  from  the 
bottom,  and  by  repeating  the  remedies  the 
cure  was  eftebled  in  feven  weeks  from  her 
firib  application . 

Observation  XVIL 

Tl yj IIS.  Nichols,  at  GreenwelFs,  Grocer 
•*■*"*■  in  Holborn,  near  Sixty  years  old,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  the  cure  of  an  Ulcer,  which 
was  very  foul,  attended  with  inflammati¬ 
on,  and  very  great  pain.  She  informed 
me,  that  this  Leg  had  been  difeafed  near 
thirty  years ;  originally  owing  to  a  Fever 
fettling  in  it,  to  ufe  her  own  expreffion. 
About  four  years  before  fhe  applied  to  me, 
flie  had  been  under  the  care  of  an  eminent 
Surgeon,  who  would  have  advifed  her  to 
have  undergone  an  Amputation  $  as  the 

F  2  moil 


moft  effectual  cure,  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 
claring  it  dangerous,  and  impoffible  to  ef- 
fed  the  cure,  by  common  remedies.  I 
began  the  cure  with  Nitre  one  fcruple, 
four  times  in  the  day,  joined  with  the  Ju¬ 
lep.  e  Camphor,  which  had  very  excel¬ 
lent  effeds  ;  for  in  about  fourteen  days, 
the  Ulcer  (hewed  evident  figns  of  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  medicines ;  upon  which  I  in- 
•  creafed  the  dofe  to  half  a  dram,  and  in  a- 
bout  one  month,  I  bad  the  happinefs  to 
cure  this  obftinate  Ulcer,  without  the  lead 
inconvenience  to  the  patient  whatever,  fhe 
tiling  coniiderable  exercife  during  the  whole 
cure. 

When  (he  fir  ft  took  the  medicine,  after 
each  dofe,  (lie  felt  very  great  pain  all  round 
the  Ulcer ;  which  effeds  I  have  obferved 
in  other  cafes  ^  and  where  it  has  happened, 
the  cure  has  been  fconer  performed  than 
could  be  reafonably  expeded. 
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Observation  XVIII. 

^yf  ARY  WEMS,  imEarkeFVStreet,  had 
been  afflided,  between  three  and 
four  years,  with  an  Ulcer  of  the  Leg, 
which  was  quite  Superficial,  but  very  large, 
and  the  bottom  was  foul,  hard,  and  livid  ; 
1  at  firft  dreffed  It  with  different  kinds  of 
Efcharoticks  and  digeflives,  and  ordered 
purges  to  be  taken  occasionally,  but  with¬ 
out  any  fuccefs  whatever.  She  had  been 
in  St, '  Bartholomew’s,  and  St.  George’s 
Hofpitals,  and  difcharged  as  cured,  but  the 
Ulcer  broke  out  again  afterwards.  Find¬ 
ing  the  cafe  fo  obftinate,  I  defpaired  of 
fuccefs,  as  I  had  tiled  the  Nitrous  remedy 
for  near  two  months,  without  any  great 
advantage,  except  the  Leg  being  much 
eafier  but  on  repeating  the  medicines  and 
bleeding  the  patient,  in  three  weeks  after, 
I  could  obferve  the  edges  of  the  Ulcer  to 
appear  white,  which  encouraged  me  to 
perfevere  in  my  method,  and  by  which 
means  the  cure  was  effeded. 


\ 
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Observation  XIX. 


Ik  ,,-f  R.  Smith,  oppofite  Burlington  Mews, 
Swallow  Street,  was  brought  to  me 
for  the  cure  of  a  very  large  foul  Ulcer, 
which  was  owing  originally  to  a  fcald  from 
melted  lead,  and  extended  over  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  Gaftocnemeus  Mufcle,  which 
laid  it  bare ;  the  whole  Leg  was  violently 
fwelled,  inflamed,  and  fo  exceffively  pain¬ 
ful  that  he  could  not  put  it  to  the  ground, 
or  bear  the  leaft  weight  on  it;  he  had 
been  in  an  Hofpital,  and  the  Gentlemen 
advifed  him  to  undergo  an  Amputation, 
which  he  refufed.  When  I  firft  faw  him 
Ins  cafe  was  truly  deplorable ;  but  I  or¬ 
dered  him  my  Nitrous  remedy,  and  advif¬ 
ed  him  not  to  attempt  any  exercsfe,  as  the 
I  e»  was  fwelled  to  fuch  an  enormous  fize; 
by  a  continuance  of  the  remedy,  and  giv¬ 
ing  him  gentle  Oatharticks,  in  fourteen, 
davs  the  Leg  was  confiderable  lefs,  and  the 
Ulcer,  thq’  very  large,  appeared  much 
better  5  upon  which  I  ordered  him  to  ufb 
gentle  exercife,  and  in  one  month  after  he 

went  to  work  at  his  bufmefs,  which  was 

a  hand- 
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Observation  XX. 


/JARY  LOVELOCK,  St.  Giles’s,  near 
x  Sixty  years  old,  had  a  foul  callous  Ul¬ 


cer  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Leg,  which 
was  originally  cccafioned  by  a  fall  near  3  y 
years  before  the  applied  to  me  :  it  had  been 
cured  in  the  Hofpital,  by  means  of  Reft* 
and  other  common  remedies  ;  but  foon  af¬ 
ter  her  difcharge  had  broke  out  again  ;  and 
had  been  very  bad  for  feme  years,  frequent¬ 
ly  rendering  her  incapable  of  working  at 
her  bufinefs,  which  was  wafhing,  the  Ul¬ 
cer  being  exceedingly  painful,  with  inflam¬ 
mation  and  fwelling  all  round.  I  be^an 
with  half  a  dram  of  Nitre,  four  times  in 
the  day,  and  occafionally  repeated  the 
Purge  i  by  thefe  means,  in  /about  four 
weeks,  the  Ulcer  was  quite  eafy,  and 
lnewed  evident  figns  of  amendment,  not- 
withftanding  (he  nfed  very  hard  exercife. 
From  this  time  I  increafed  the  dole  of  Ni¬ 
tre  to  two  fcruples,  which  fucceededfo  well. 


that 
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that  in  eight  weeks  after  the  cure  of  this 
obftioate  Ulcer  was  complea-ted,  and  the 
only  dreffing  I  made  ufe  of  was  the  Ung. 
ex  Althea. 

Observation  XXL 

i 

T7  Lizabeth  Buckley,  High  Street,  St. 

Giles’s,  -  aged  Fifty,  came  with  two 
large  Ulcers,  one  on  each  Leg,  near  the 
ankles  ;  one  was 'about  the  circumference 
of  a  crown  pieces  and  the  other 'about 
four  inches  long,  and  two  inches  broad  ; 
they  were  both  remarkably  hard  and  foul, 
and  had  been  feven  years  bad  frnce  the  I  aft 
temporary  cure,  which  had  been  perform¬ 
ed  by  means  of  Reft,  and  a  Salivation. 
Her  Legs  were  very  much  inflamed  and 
fwelled,  and  fhe  was  rendered  incapable 
of  doing  the  necefiary  bufinefs  for  her  fup- 
port.  I  ordered  her  the  Nitrous  remedy, 
directing  exercife,  which  at  firft  occalion- 
ed  very  great  pain;  but  by  perfevering  in 
this  method,  and  occasionally  giving  the 
Purge,  in  about  eight  weeks  the  callofities 
were  all  foftened,  and  the  wounds  were 
in  a  ftate  of  incarnation.;  the5  I  was  ob¬ 
liged 
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liged  to  make  ufe  of  the  Lap.  Infernalis, 
to  deftroy  the  calloiity  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Ulcers,  which  had  the  deiired  effed  in 
promoting  the  feparation ;  and  by  purfu- 
ing  thefe  methods  with  common  dreflings, 
in  three  months  the  cure  was  compleated. 

Ob  SE R\  AT  iON  X X II* 

NN  BROUGHTON,  near  Seventy, 
of  a  healthful  habit,  applied  to  me 
for  the  cure  of  three  fmall  Ulcers  on  the 
Leg,  which  difchargeci  a  thin  acrimonious 
fc ru m,  and  violently  inflamed  the  parts  all 
round.  I  began  the  cure  wTith  common 
Dreflings,  and  ordered  her  Saks  and  Man¬ 
na  twice  in  tne  week,  but  without  any 
fuccefs.  One  fymptomin  particular,  which 
attended  this  patient  was  this ;  whenever 
fhe  laid  in  bed  the  pain  was  more  violent 
than  when  (he  ufed  exereife.  I  then  began 
the  cure  with  Nitre  in  fmall  dofes ;  and 
gradually  encreafed  the  dofe  to  half  a  dram, 
three  times  in  the  day,  which  had  good 
efteds,  the  inflammation  occasioned  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  difcharge  abated  ;  and  in 
two  months  the  cure  was  efreded  j  the  pa- 

G  tient 
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tient  uftng  her  ordinary  exercife  during  the 
cure. 

Observation  XXIII. 

rpABITHA  BY  AT,  aged  Fifty,  had 
Ji  an  Ulcer  on  the  Leg  near  the  ankle, 
which  rendered  her  incapable  of  getting 
her  livelihood  ;  the  whole  Leg  was  vio¬ 
lently  inflamed,  and  fwelled  5  and  on  thing 
the  leaf!  exercife  was  very  painful.  I  or¬ 
dered  the  Nitre,  which  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  in  about  fourteen  days  fine  Hood  at 
walking  *  after  which  time  I  ordered  her 
to  continue  tiling  exercife,  and  repeated 
her  medicines,  which  in  about  fix  weeks 
after  finhhed  her  cure. 

Observation  XXIV. 

1 /|R,  Carrol,  Crofs  Lane,  Newton  Street, 
"  Jl  had  a  large  painful  Ulcer,  which  had 
been  of  long  Handing,  and  had  been  cur¬ 
ed  by  the  common  methods ;  but  on  re¬ 
ceiving  a  flight  blow  it  broke,  and  foon  be¬ 
came  very  inveterate,  and  fpul  3  the  dis¬ 
charge  was  fo  acrimonious,  that  it  excoria¬ 
ted  the  parts  all  round.  I  began  the  cure 

with 
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with  Nitrous  remedies,  which  foon  reduced 
It  to  a  mild  date;  and  by  perfevering  in  this 
method,  and  occafionally  ordering  a  dofe  of 
Salts  to  keep  his  body  foluble,  the  cure  of 
this  Ulcer  was  effedted. 

Observation  XXV*. 

Where  the  Nitre  produced  dangerous  ef¬ 
fects. 

P  upwards  of  Sixty 

years  old,  applied  for  the  cure  of 
tnree  large  Ulcers,  which  were  very 
foul  at  their  bottoms,  but  were  not  cal¬ 
lous,  attended  with  confiderable  inflam¬ 
mation  all  round  their  edges,  I  began, 
the  cure  by  ordering  Nitre  one  fern- 
pie,  four  times  in  the  day,  but  without 
the  lead  fuccefs,  for  in  four  days  the  UN 
ceis  became  confiderably  larger,  and  a  part 
ox  the  Leg  appeared  livid,  threatening  a 
mollification  j  under  thefe  alarming lymp- 
toms,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Bark,  in 
large  dofes,  joined  with  the  Confedt.  Da- 
mocrat.  to  prevent  its  purging,  and  in  a 
few  days  it  proved  fuccefsful;  all  thefe 
diiagieeable  ly nip  toms  difappeared,  and 

G  2  the 
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the  Ulcers  were  in  a  fhort  time  brought  in¬ 
to  a  good  healing  hate.  The  cure  was 
afterwards  performed  by  a  repetition  of 
the  Bark,  and  common  dreffings. 

This  is  the  only  inftance  I  have  had,  for 
feme  years,  where  the  Nitre  has  produced 
fuch  ill  effeds ;  but  it  is  ftriking,  and  a 
fufficient  caution,  that  fome  attention  is 
necefiary  in  adminiftering  this  Remedy  ; 
and  efpecially  in  delicate  conftitutions. 

Observat  ion  XXVL 
vl u reel  by  tbe  ^Fumigation,  and  ifitviatives* 

MB.  had  three  large  Ulcers  on  the 
Leg,  which  were  very  foul,  and  dif- 

charged  a  thin  greeniih  lerum,  which  was 
very  fetid ;  and  all  round  the  edges  there 
was  a  confiderable  callofity.  I  firft  began 
the  cure  witii  n itrous  remedies,  bin  with¬ 
out  fuecefs ;  I  then  adminiftered  the  Bark, 
'.'but  with  no  better  effed  ;  this  laft  remedy 
occafioned  a  violent  inflammation  all  round 
the  Leg,  and  great  pain.  Having  fome 
reafons  to  conclude  this  case  Venereal,  I 
firft  direded  Bleeding,  afterwards  a  Purge, 

and  ordered  the  Calomel  &  Snip.  Anti- 

mon. 
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mon.  Prsecip.  in  finall  doles  in  a  pill,  to 
be  taken  morning  and  evening ;  and  ufed 
the  Fumigation  of  Cinnabar  and  iEthiops 
mineral  equal  parts,  which  in  a  ihort  time 
produced  very  good  effedts  j  the  callofities 
foftened,  and  the  Ulcers  appeared  in  a 
good  healing  ftate  j  by  continuing  this 
method,  the  cure  was  abfolutely  compleat- 
ed  in  about  nine  weeks  j  after  which  I 
ordered  her  to  drink  decodtion  of  Sarfa- 
parel.  and  milk. 

This  Patient  lived  rather  irregular,  and 
ufed  confiderable  exercife  during  the  cure  ; 

and  fhe  has  remained  well  ever  fince,  which 

'*  '  / 

is  now  four  years. 

Observation  XXVII, 

Which  was  Venereal. 

A  Woman  applied  to  me  for  the  cure 
of  an  Ulcer  of  the  Leg,  which  had 
been  of  long  handing ;  the  bottom  was 
foul,  and  the  edges  callous,  and  of  a  livid 
colour,  difcharging  a  green  acrimonious 
ferum.  She  had  pains  in  her  bones,  which 
were  nodturnal ;  and  on  her  (kin  in  feme 
parts  were  tettergus  fcaly  eruptions.  Thefe 

fvmp- 
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lymptoms  and  appearances  convinced  me, 
that  the  cafe  was  Venereal;  upon  which  I 
began  the  cure  with  a  light  Mercurial  Al¬ 
terative  courfe,  and  fumigated  the  Ulcer 
with  Cinnabar,  and  gave  Decoftion  of  Sar- 
faparel.  which  in  a  thort  time  had  very 
good  effects,  in  bringing  on  a  good  diges¬ 
tion  of  the  Ulcer ;  tho’  I  obferved,  that 
the  Alteratives  accelerated  the  blood’s  mo¬ 
tion,  occationed  feverith  heats,  and  an  un- 
ealinefs  in  the  whole  body;  but  this  I  re¬ 
medied,  by  giving  Nitre,  joined  with 
Camphor  at  proper  intervals ;  by  which 
means  the  rapidity  of  the  blood’s  motion 
was  abated,  and  the  feverith  fymptoms 
were  entirely  removed.  I  continued  this 
courfe,  and  in  ten  weeks  I  effected  a  poti- 
tive  cure.  In  limilar  cafes  I  have  fome- 
times  ufed  the  Decodtion  of  Sarfaparel. 
and  Corros.  Sublimate,  without  the  Fu¬ 
migation,  and  in  a  number  of  cafes  with 
fuccefs  ;  but  in  particular  thofe  Venereal 
cafes,  which  have  refilled  every  other 
method. 
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